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HE IMMEDIATE POSTWAR AVIATION

environment was dynamic and exciting

for air-minded citizens and manufactur-

ers alike. “Early in 1946, there were more
than 30,000 registered civil aircraft in the United
States, and a vast majority of them were personal
planes used by private owners or fixed base opera-
tors carrying on aerial service activities. The
manufacturers had orders on their books aggre-
gating about 40,000 planes, approximately half of
which were scheduled for delivery in 1946. ... The
authorities estimated that there were about
200,000 licensed pilots in the United States in
March 1946,” and of those, at least 5,164 were
women (Aircraft Year Book for 1946).

Naturally, along with lightplanes came the
need for adequate airport facilities across the
nation. “Piper Aircraft distributed a very compre-
hensive booklet on “‘What Your Town Needs for
the Coming Air Age, and all the companies
coached their distributors in the many and varied
ways to win friends and customers” (Aircraft Year
Book for 1946).

Additionally, new (and simplified) require-
ments for the private pilot written exam were
issued by the Civil Aeronautics Board, which
omitted “detailed navigation and meteorology
questions,” but retained “limited ... air traffic and
general operation rules.” Likewise, annual aircraft
inspections were simplified and made “similar to
taking a motor car to an inspection station for its
annual safety sticker” (Aircraft Year Book for
1946).

The context of the postwar aviation industry
was described in a retrospective summary pub-
lished in the Aircraft Year Book for 1947: “At the
overall personal plane production peak in August
and September 1946, manufacturers were report-
ing deliveries to dealers and other buyers,
including export, aggregating more than 4,000
aircraft a month. ... Government surplus supplied
the market with additional planes of all classes. ...
Of all the new planes sold in 1946, the flying farm-
ers and ranchers bought a majority.” Lightplanes
were utilized for many endeavors, including pipe-
line inspection, agricultural chores, and even
newspaper deliveries.

Among the dozens of aircraft makes/models
promoted in 1946 were some one-offs and small
production runs, others that were never granted a
type certificate, and more that were in the devel-
opmental dream phase but didn’t make it beyond
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design concepts. Those that were promoted in various aviation maga-
zines, or in person at shows such as the first National Aircraft Show at
Cleveland, illustrated anything from remarkable similarities to radical
departures in design features.

Lightplane Limelight

In January 1946, 2,500 lightplanes were in the limelight in Florida,
demonstrating their utility and capabilities during the 14th All-
American Air Maneuvers. For example, president of The Ninety-Nines
and air racer Jean Limpke flew her Stinson Voyager to Miami, where
Women’s Handicap races
were held. The schedule of
events also included Piper,
Ercoupe, and Aeronca tro-
phy races; and Taylorcraft,
Luscombe, and Stinson
Handicap races (races
were 12-1/2 miles, consist-
ing of five laps over a
2-1/2-mile course). An esti-
mated 40,000 people
attended the weekend Air
Maneuvers, making it an
excellent venue to show-
case airplanes. The
Johnson Rocket ... was
flown from Dallas by the
company president and
“the plane, which cruises at 185 miles per hour, thrilled spectators as
Thomas swooped low over the east side of the field ...” (The Miami
News, January 4, 1946). WT. Piper, president of Piper Aircraft Corp. of
Lock Haven, Pennsylvania, arrived by car to greet employees who had
flown the 1,000th postwar production Piper Cub to the maneuvers.

The air-minded craze was contagious; even the Quaker Oats Co.
promoted lightplanes by featuring a dozen colorful and collectible
“Wings of Today” trading cards on its cereal boxes.

“Easy tofly ... easy
to buy” was Stinson'’s
slogan, and ads
declared “Its power,
maneuverability,
and high-altitude
performance make
it a versatile plane
anywhere.”

Looking Back

A review of historical literature about personal airplanes marketed
in 1946 included (but was not limited to) the aircraft highlighted
herein — some of which were “updated” prewar models, and others
that were new. (Note that research for this article focused on the civil-
ian aircraft industry in 1946. Specifications may be generalized and/or
optimistic as derived from era advertising materials; numbers varied
by source. Production numbers may reflect only 1946, or production
runs that started in 1946.)

Tandem Configuration

Aeronca was billed as “America’s No. 1 Personal Plane,” and an ad
proclaimed: “You’ve heard and read a lot about post-war planes ...
many glowing promises that may never pass the ‘blue-print stage.’ But
Aeronca — the first and oldest light-plane manufacturer in America —
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Aeronca Chief

is already in production with a thrillingly advanced post-
war model — The Aeronca Champion!” The 7AC Champ
cruised at 90 mph, had a 35-foot, 1-3/4-inch wingspan, and
was powered by a 65-hp Continental. It carried 13 gallons of
fuel and had a 260-mile range.

Piper continued manufacturing its iconic 65-hp J-3 Cub,
building more than 7,000 in 1946 alone, including nearly
1,200 built at Piper’s Ponca City, Oklahoma, facility. The J-3
had a wingspan of 35 feet, 2-1/2 inches. It carried 12 gallons
of fuel, cruised around 73 mph, and had a 206-mile range.
Piper added its three-place PA-12 Super Cruiser to the

Piper PA-12
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(essna 120

production line in 1946. The PA-12 had a wing-
span of 35 feet, 5-1/2 inches and was powered by
a100-hp Lycoming. It had a 38-gallon fuel capac-
ity, a 103-mph cruise, and a 600-mile range. All
told, there were 3,760 PA-12s built, beginning

in 1946.

Side by Side

First produced in 1946, the Cessna 120 and
140 models were powered by an 85-hp
Continental. They had a 32-foot, 10-inch wing-
span, a 25-gallon fuel capacity, with a 105-mph
cruise and a 450-mile range. The 140 was the
deluxe version that had patented safety landing
gear, full-range flaps, hydraulic brakes, and a
steerable tail wheel. An ad stated: “The Cessna
120 is essentially the same fine airplane, but
without starter, generator, battery, flaps, and
with less luxurious trim. ... Cessna gives you
more for your money.”

An Aeronca (Aeronautical Corporation of
America) ad for the 11AC Chief read in part:
“Operated from cabin, starter is just one of 35
extra-value features you’ll find in the Aeronca
Chief. ... heavy-duty oleo landing gear. ... Faster
take-off! Turns in smaller radius! Lower landing
speed!” All told, more than 2,300 Chiefs were
built, starting in 1946. The Chief had a wingspan
of 36 feet, 1 inch, was powered by a 65-hp
Continental, cruised at 85 mph, carried 15 gal-
lons of fuel (23 with aux tank), and had a
420-mile range.

In 1946, Taylorcraft touted its aerial breed
as the “Best Buy in the Sky! Not for the sweet
bye-and-bye but for the sweet buy, now!” The
Taylorcraft BC-12D (standard) Twosome
had a 36-foot wingspan. Powered by a 65-hp
Continental, it cruised at 95 mph, carried
18 gallons of fuel, and had a 375-mile range.
The deluxe version was similar but had wheel
pants, windows aft of the doors, and faired struts.
The Taylorcraft Ace was a bare-bones version
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Taylorcraft

that cruised at 100 mph, had 12 gallons of fuel, a 26-gallon fuel capacity. Advertised as the “aristocrat of personal air-
and had only a right-hand door. Vying for its planes,” the GC-1A cruised at 125 mph and had a 600-mile range. The
share of the booming market, Taylorcraft pro- GC-1B cruised at 140 mph and had a 512-mile range.
claimed that its aircraft set altitude and Engineering Research Corp. (ERCO) produced more than 4,300
endurance records (albeit prior to 1946) and Ercoupes in 1946. It had a 30-foot wingspan and was powered by a
described the BC-12D as having “greater airabil- 75-hp Continental. It cruised at 110 mph, carried 23 gallons of fuel,
ity [and] will outperform any ship in its class — and had a 500-mile range. An ad highlighted the Ercoupe’s “spin-
in Speed, Altitude and Endurance,” with “alower  proof safety design ... Sturdy all-metal construction, [and] tricycle
operating cost, swifter take-off, greater beauty landing gear.” The Ercoupe was even marketed through department
and comfort of interior.” All told, around 4,000 stores: “Why did Macy*s choose Ercoupe for sky-minded New
Taylorcrafts were built. Yorkers? The world’s largest store insisted on three things when it
Around 1,000 Luscombe 8s were builtin 1946.  went sky-searching for its customers. The safest plane on the market.
The Luscombe Silvaire 8A was powered by a The easiest to fly. The best value for your money. These specifications
65-hp Continental. It had a 35-foot wingspan, fitted Ercoupe like a comfortable shoe.”
carried 14 gallons of fuel, cruised at 105 mph, and All told, around 360 Funk B-85-Cs were built, starting in 1946. The
had a 350-mile range. The all-metal 8E had an Funk had a 35-foot wingspan, cruised 100 mph, carried 20 gallons of
85-hp Continental, a 24-gallon fuel capacity, fuel, and had a 400-mile range. An ad proclaimed the Funk as being

cruised at 110 mph, and had a range of 400 miles.
An ad boasted: “It’s a hit at the National Aircraft
Show! In the spotlight for beauty ... getting bou-
quets for performance ... taking bows for
economy ... applauded for all-metal safety and
utility — this gleaming new and deluxe 85-horse-
power Silvaire by Luscombe is a hit anywhere!”
Globe Aircraft built 408 Globe GC-1A Swifts
(85 hp) in 1946. Additionally, Globe and Texas
Engineering and Manufacturing Co. (Temco)
produced a total of 833 GC-1Bs (125 hp) in 1946.
Both models had a 29-foot, 4-inch wingspan and

-—

Luscombe
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Globe Swift

“spin and stall resistant” and having a “steerable tailwheel, ~ Skyranger design evolved from the prewar

landing lights, dome lights, radio ... [and] hydraulic landing ~ Rearwin, and around 275 Skyrangers were built

gear for smoother landings.” Powered by an 85-hp in 1946.

Continental, the Funk had a starter and generator. The CallAir A-2 was powered by a 125-hp

The 85-hp Commonwealth Skyranger 185 had slotted Lycoming and had a 35-foot, 10-inch wingspan. It

wings and a 34-foot wingspan. It cruised at 108 mph, car- cruised at 102 mph, carried 30 gallons of fuel,

ried 24 gallons of fuel, and had a 500-mile range. The and had a range of about 330 miles. Designed to
perform well at high elevations, there were 16
model A-2s built at Afton, Wyoming, in 1946.

An innovative feature was included in the

new Culver Model V (V for victory) to make fly-
ing simple and safe. The Mooney Simpli-Fly
control was operated by rotating a wheel
between the seats to select settings for takeoff,
climb, cruise, etc. The Simpli-Fly trimmed the
interconnected flight controls for the most effi-
cient performance. The Culver Model V had a
29-foot wingspan, retractable tricycle gear, and
was powered by an 85-hp fuel-injected
Continental. It cruised at 125 mph, had a fuel
capacity of 32 gallons, and a range of around 600

(ommonwealth Skyranger
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Johnson Rocket 185

miles. Numbers vary, but it seems at least 100
were built. Ads described the Culver Model V

as being “the airplane pilots will enjoy but a
grandmother can fly” and having “the rich
heritage of military design experience.” At

least 100 were produced.

The Johnson Rocket 185 was the first certifi-
cated lightplane design with retractable tricycle
landing gear. It had control sticks instead of
yokes and a remarkable 185-mph cruise. Its
wings spanned 30 feet, 10 inches, and its overall
appearance was a bit similar to an Airacobra.
Powered by a 185-hp Lycoming, it had a fuel
capacity of 56 gallons and about a 925-mile
range. Fewer than 20 were built. “In June of 1946
a rowdy band of four ‘Rocket 185’ demonstrators
visited California while on a nationwide tour,
and the response to this airplane there was sen-
sational,” wrote aviation author and historian
Joseph Juptner (U.S. Civil Aircraft, Volume 8).
Advertising proclaimed the Rocket as having the
“speed, safety, comfort and convenience of the
modern airliner that you’ve always wanted in

Culver V 1946

your own personal plane. ... [that’s] the sleek, speedy, sparkling Rocket
185

Four (or More) Place
The Stinson Voyager 150 was powered by a 150-hp Franklin and
had a cruise speed of 125 mph. It had a wingspan of 33 feet, 11 inches, a
fuel capacity of 40 gallons, and a 500-mile range. “Easy to fly ... easy to
buy” was Stinson’s slogan, and ads declared “Its power, maneuverabil-
ity, and high-altitude performance make it a versatile plane anywhere.”
Described as spin-resistant and stall-proof, with a deluxe sound-

proofed cabin, 746 Stinson 108s were built in 1946.

There were around 280 Fairchild F-24s built in 1946. It had a
36-foot, 4-inch wingspan and was powered by a 175-hp Ranger. It
cruised at 117 mph, carried 60 gallons of fuel, and had a 640-mile
range. Reportedly a favorite for instrument flight, the stable Fairchild
was advertised as “a proven postwar personal plane — the leader in its
field — the ‘24’ gives you new
luxuries, new comforts. ...
The 24’s the plane for ’46!”

Starting in 1946, North
American Aviation (creators
of the P-51 Mustang) built

Ads described the Culver
Model V as being “the
airplane pilots will enjoy
but a grandmother can
fly" and having “the

rich heritage of military
design experience.”
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Bellanca Cruisair
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Fairchild

1,109 Navions. Capitalizing on the P-51 connec-
tion, one ad stated, “Like the rugged Mustang,
construction is all-metal.” The Navion offered a
high useful load with a removable rear seat and
high performance with a 185-hp Continental and
retractable tricycle gear. It had a wingspan of 33
feet, 5 inches, carried 40 gallons of fuel, had a
150-mph cruise, and a range of 700 miles. Era
advertising emphasized that “All over America,
Navion Factory Dealers are ready to give Navion
owners service by factory-trained mechanics in
government-approved shops.”

Bellanca — lauded as “America’s Top Flight
Personal Plane!” — introduced its Cruisair Senior
as “a clean, dependable utility plane. She climbs
like a skyrocket! ... [and is] the easiest fast air-
plane to fly.” The Cruisair Senior had a 34-foot,
2-inch wingspan and was powered by a 150-hp
Franklin. It cruised at 150 mph, had a 40-gallon
fuel capacity, and a 600-mile range. About 325
Cruisair Seniors were built in 1946.

The Grumman G-44A Widgeon was powered
by two 200-hp Rangers and had a wingspan of
40 feet. It had a 108-gallon fuel capacity, a 130-
mph cruise, and a 780-mile range. Advertising
highlighted “The Widgeon at Work,” stating, “To
the convenience of combined land and water
operation the Grumman Widgeon Amphibian
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Widgeon Ranger

adds the tradition of rugged depend-
ability for which Grumman Navy
planes are famous. ... Applied war
experience gives the new 1946
Widgeon improved water performance
and increased utility.” There were 76
Widgeons produced in 1946.

A Republic Aviation ad described
the Seabee as being “created with the
same touch of genius which made pos-
sible the victorious Thunderbolt.”
Designed as an all-purpose airplane
for pleasure, sport, or business, the
Seabee had a 215-hp Franklin engine, a
37-foot, 8-inch wingspan, and a 103-
mph cruise. The amphibian carried 75
gallons of fuel and had a 560-mile
range. A total of 1,060 Seabees were
produced, starting in 1946.

Widgeon

TRUSTED RANDOLPH AIRCRAEI-PRODUCITS
AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE

CONTACT US

@ www.conaircraft.com
. 800-362-3490
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Beechcraft Staggerwing

After a storied history, the Staggerwing era was coming
to an end in 1946. Beechcraft built 20 Beech G17S
Staggerwings that year. The G17S had a 32-foot wingspan
and was powered by a 450-hp Pratt & Whitney. It had a 201-
mph cruise, a 101-gallon fuel capacity, and a 985-mile range.
(A prototype Bonanza was test-flown in December 1945,
additional prototypes were built in 1946, and Bonanza pro-
duction began in 1947. The Twin Beech was produced from
1937 t0 1969.)

Lesser Known (One-Offs, Design Concepts)

Numerous intriguing developments and design concepts
blossomed in 1946, but not all came to production fruition.
Following are a sampling of these.

Aero-Flight Corp.’s prototype Streak was an all-metal
tandem design. It had retractable tricycle gear, a sliding
canopy, and a wingspan of 25 feet, 3 inches. The prototype
was first powered by an 85-hp Continental and carried 40
gallons of fuel. It had a 165-mph cruise and a 700-mile
range. This sleek aircraft was described as arising from “a
design of expert engineers, [and] each flight reveals Streak’s
aeronautical superiority.”

Two prototype Aeronca Chums were built (under
license from ERCO) in 1946. The spin-proof, low-wing
design had tricycle landing gear, a metal fuselage, and

Aeronca Chum
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fabric-covered wings that spanned 28 feet, 8
inches. But the 85-hp, streamlined, and sin-
gle-tail Chum never went into production.

The prototype Commonwealth Trimmer
amphibian was built in 1946. The three-place
Trimmer was billed as “the plane with greater
utility and an extra margin of safety” and had a
wingspan of 35 feet, 6 inches. Powered by two
85-hp Continentals, it cruised at 115 mph and had
a 500-mile range.

Applegate & Weyant (having acquired the
rights from Culver) produced 10 Dart GCs in
1946. Designed by Al Mooney, it had elliptical,
cantilever wings with a span of 29 feet, 6 inches.
Powered by a 100-hp Continental, it cruised at
120 mph, carried 30 gallons of fuel, and had a
500-mile range.

An early version of a roadable aircraft was the
prototype Boggs Airmaster Aircar. It had a
35-foot wingspan and was a four-place, low-wing
pusher configuration with twin booms and tails.

One Spartan Executive Model 12 was built. It
was a newly designed, all-metal, five-place air-
craft with retractable tricycle gear and a 39-foot
wingspan. Powered by a 450-hp Pratt & Whitney,
it cruised at 203 mph, had 130 gallons of fuel, and
a1,067-mile range.

Only one Hockaday Comet was built. It was
powered by a 125-hp Franklin, and its wings
spanned 32 feet, 10 inches. It carried 24 gallons
of fuel, had a 125-mph cruise, and a 500-mile
range. An ad proclaimed: “There’s a New comet
in the sky! See it demonstrated at the National
Air Races in Cleveland.”

Something completely different was the
Eichmann Aerobat A. It had retractable tricycle
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(ommonwealth Trimmer Amphibian

gear, and its all-metal, diamond-shaped wing
(sans ailerons) spanned 24 feet. Powered by a
75-hp engine, it cruised at 120 mph.

The four-place Piper PA-6 Sky Sedan had
retractable gear and was powered by a 165-hp
engine. Its low wings spanned 34 feet, 8 inches.
Gene Landman wrote a pilot report about it in
the September 1946 issue of Skyways: “This shiny
duraluminum ship seems destined to give every
cloud, fair weather or stratus, a silver lining. ...
Cruises at 140 mph at 1800 rpm, lands at less

than 40 mph.” It, like many other designs, seemed promising — but
never entered production.

80 Years Later

Unanticipated were the gathering dark clouds, sans any glimmer of
a silver lining, which soon cloaked that burgeoning boom of lightplane
design, testing, and manufacturing. Ephemeral as that era was, it
would hardly have been expected that 80 years into the future, aircraft
type clubs, mechanics, pilots, and caretakers would be fiercely loyal
and dedicated to keeping many of the class of ’46 aircraft airworthy
and airborne. @

Editor’s Note: The aircraft images featured on these pages, while not neces-
sarily 0f 1946 models, are representative of those produced during 1946.

Vintage Parking Rule
Change for 2026

BY TIM FOX

OVER THE YEARS, the Vintage area at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh has P A R I( I N G
undergone numerous changes to its parking areas and has imple-

mented some rule adjustments based on feedback from our
membership pilots. Recent changes to our available parking areas and

shifting demand have prompted the Vintage board of directors to revise

rules that have been in place for a long time.

For many years, pilots have been able to purchase camping creden- The Vintage board has decided to end the
tials once the EAA campground opens, come onto the field, and stake practice of allowing reserved spots altogether,
out a spot for their aircraft, ensuring ~ making the “first come, first served” policy apply
The Vintage board has a suitable location to park upon to everyone. Of course, there will be exceptions,
decided to end the pra ctice arrival. Over the years, we have but the board will approve these on a case-by-
. placed restrictions on the area case basis.
of a"0W||'Ig reserved SPOtS where this was allowed, as many This rule change will take effect in 2026, but
a|t0gether' making the pilots cannot arrive that early and we recognize that it will affect only the few pilots
u " often come a few days before the who can arrive early and submit their credentials.
first ome, first served convention, only to end up taxiing We appreciate their cooperation and understand-

policy apply to everyone. farther south, passing empty spaces.  ing regarding this change. ~ @
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