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It was fascinating 
to observe him from 
a distance, roaming 
between the bright 
yellow fabric cov-
ered flightline, the 
gr i l led sausage 
haze of the food 
tents ,  and the 
buzzing activity 
inside the volun-

teer headquarters 
located at Miles Field in Hart-

ford, Wisconsin. As he strolled leisurely 
about the airport dozens of questions 
and requests were thrown at him, most 
simultaneously. There were safety is-
sues, golf cart troubles, traffic pattern 

concerns, and a Porta-Potty without 
toilet paper to name a few. Most or-
dinary men would have become irri-
tated under the warm Wisconsin sun 
with the endless volley of inquiries 
and thrown up their hands in disgust. 
Thankfully Steve “Papa Bear” Krog is no 
ordinary man. He handled each ques-
tion with his trademark warm smile 
and gentle chuckle, and left no doubt 
to the requester that his or hers was 
as important as all the others before. 
Mr. Piper was certainly smiling down 
on him and must have been tremen-
dously proud of Steve, especially since 
he agreed to be one of the co-founders 
of the Piper J-3 birthday bash simply 
known as “Cubs 2 Oshkosh.”

Volunteer Spirit
“I remember relaxing with a group of 

friends one evening at AirVenture 2011,” 
said Steve, “and recall someone saying, 
‘The Cub turns 75 next year, we ought 
to do something.’ Suddenly there was 
ghostly silence, and I noticed everyone 
slowly turn their heads, smile, and look 
at me. I could read their minds behind 
those evil grins, so I agreed to ‘add an-
other stick’ to my already raging inferno 
and soon enlisted the help of other Cub 
fanatics like Rick Rademacher and Dana 
Osmanski to begin planning a birthday 
party like no other for the Cub.”

The Cub gang selected the city of 
Hartford, Wisconsin, as the gather-
ing site and hoped for more than 200 
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Cubs to join in on the celebration 
before flying the 60 miles en masse 
into AirVenture 2012. Steve soon 
realized that with that many yellow 
airplanes on one small field he would 
need a lot more help.

“I took off my socks and began do-
ing the math,” recalled Steve. “With al-
most 200 airplanes showing up I would 
need volunteers to flag them in, park 
them, register them, and feed them—
and that was just the tip of the iceberg. 
I knew that crowds of other Cub admir-
ers were also bound to show up, and that 
would generate other tasks that needed 
to be accomplished. When I approached 

the city of Hartford, they opened their 
arms and practically gave us the key to 
the city. Thankfully the generosity didn’t 
stop there, as other Cub-related busi-
nesses around the country threw their 
hats into the ring and gave us their sup-
port. Some of them include Piper Air-
craft Corporation, Univair Aircraft 
Corporation, Avemco, Dakota Cub Air-
craft Inc., Freeman’s Just Plane Hard-
ware, and a host of others. I can’t thank 
all those wonderful people enough. As 
aviators we are truly blessed to not only 
fly, but to be associated with some really 
awesome people!”

Is There a Doctor
in the House?

The preparation to get all of the Cubs 
safely to AirVenture Oshkosh the day 
before the opening ceremonies was laid 

out as if they were planning a large-scale 
World War II mission. Flight paths, take-
off time slots, and which J-3 would fly 
in what group and in what order were 
just a few of the hurdles Steve and his 
staff encountered before zero hour. It 
was determined that the Cub selected 
to lead the entire flight would be the 
freshly restored example owned by long-
time VAA member and 2005 EAA Hall of 
Fame inductee Richard “Doc” Knutson 
and his son, VAA Treasurer Dan Knut-
son, both hailing from Lodi, Wisconsin. 
Doc had purchased the 1940 J-3, num-
ber NC30758, in 1971 and restored it 
for the first time. Since owning their Cub 
the father and son team have restored 
the J-3 twice more—once in the late 
1990s and again in 2010.

“We just enjoy these old airplanes,” 
said Dan. “Working side by side with 
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my father for all these years on the 
countless airplanes we have restored 
together has been truly priceless, and 
are memories I will cherish for the rest 
of my life. For us the Cub represents 
the simple pleasures in life. Flying low 
and slow, waving at friends and neigh-
bors a few hundred feet below, and 
soaking up all the sights and smells 
as the world slowly floats by can re-
ally only be done in a Cub. Life really 
doesn’t get much better than that!”

When the time came to select the 
lead pilot to escort this memorable 
mission it was an easy choice for Steve 
and his fellow volunteers; Clyde “The 
Cub Doctor” Smith Jr. would act as the 
mother hen leading the way into Air-
Venture while at the controls of the 
Knutson J-3 with almost 75 Cubs fol-
lowing behind. Clyde was also bestowed 
with another accolade before his arrival 
at AirVenture 2012—in November he 
will be inducted into the EAA Sport 
Aviation-Vintage Hall of Fame.

“I am truly humbled by all of this,” 
said Clyde. “Although I have fielded 
countless technical questions from 
fellow Cub owners and restorers, laid 
my hands and assisted in repairing, 
rebuilding, and flying so many other 
Cubs for more years than I care to re-
member, leading this ‘flight of gold’ 
into AirVenture is truthfully an honor 
I will never forget.”

BRADY LANE
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75th J-3 Birthday Bash
at AirVenture 2012

As the golden rays of early morning 
sunlight crept westward over the AirVen-
ture grounds, orange-vested VAA vol-
unteers of all shapes and sizes began to 
scurry about the grassy parking area like 
a bunch of picnic ants awaiting the des-
sert that was about to arrive. Looking 
south down Runway 18-36, the dots in 
the sky began to grow larger as a gaggle 
of yellow-colored J-3 Cubs along with a 
handful of olive drab L-4s began their final 
descent into Oshkosh a day before the of-
ficial opening. As they landed and taxied 
in, the cadre of orange-vested volunteers 
resembled morning rush hour traffic cops 
and directed each J-3 safely to its parking 
spot. By the time the last propeller ticked 
over, there were more than 180 Cubs that 
formed a blanket of gold on the field. 

Throughout the week Cub owners and 
pilots not only performed aerobatic rou-
tines and fly-bys for the air show mass 
but also answered question after ques-
tion by the inquisitive AirVenture crowds 
and shared with them why the Piper J-3 
Cub and its contemporaries are so much 
darn fun to fly. One of those owners just 
happened to be crowned the “Cub pilot 
who has owned his aircraft the longest.” 
Glenn Kinnegerg, EAA 415417 and VAA 

26857, shared his thoughts on flying the 
same blue and yellow PA-11 Cub for the 
last 65 years. 

“Back in 1947 I had ‘an old Cub,’” said 
Glenn who hails from Minnesota. “I 
wanted something newer so I traded my 
J-3 along with 1,500 bucks and bought 
this PA-11, number N4642M. I kept it on 
the family farm for the first 48 years un-
til the city I live in finally built an airport. 
I’ve restored it twice since I’ve owned it, 
first time with Linen. I’m 85 years old, and 
I guess the biggest piece of advice I can 
give anyone interested in flying is this—
if you take care of yourself and your air-
plane, well by golly, you’ll never be too old 
to keep on flying!” 

I hope for all of us that Glenn’s words 
ring true with Steve Krog. It had been ru-
mored that at the end of AirVenture week, 
Steve and his fellow Cub buddies were sit-
ting around the campsite when one of them 
made the following comment, “Hey, in 25 
years the Cub will be 100 years old, and we 
ought to really throw a big party for it.” All 
eyes turned to Steve, who this time said 
nothing and simply stood before his peers 
with a beaming smile. Turning to all before 
him he lifted his glass, smiled, and said, 
“Long live the Piper Cub! And please, please, 
please let me be retired by then so someone 
else can do all the planning!”

Glenn Kinnegerg is 
all smiles in front of 
his PA-11 that he has 
owned for the
last 65 years.
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