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T
he Annual Curtiss Seaplane 
Homecoming was held 
in Hammondsport, New 
York, on Keuka Lake, Sept 
14-16, 2007. The highlight 
of this three-day event was 
planned to be a feature 

flight of a reproduction of the Cur-
tiss 1914 flying boat America. In 1914, 
the America was the world’s first mul-
tiengine flying boat. Powered by Cur-
tiss water-cooled, overhead-valve V-8 
engines, it was designed to be capable 
of trans-Atlantic flight. 

For the past three years, the Cur-
tiss Restoration Shop, located right 

on the museum’s premises, has been 
building a flying reproduction of the 
America. Two OXX-6 100-hp Curtiss 
V-8 engines were sent out for profes-
sional reconditioning to power this 
flying boat. Additionally, the engines 
were modified so that one would ro-
tate counter-clockwise, providing for 
counter-rotating props.

The 72-foot wingspan reproduc-
tion of America was completed by 
the museum’s Restoration Shop crew 
in early September 2007. Escorted 
by county sheriff’s personnel, the 
plane was transported by trailer to 
the boat launch at Hammondsport’s 

Depot Park. There the America was 
reassembled, launched, and towed 
several hundred feet down the shore-
line to a special site where it would 
receive final preparation for flight. 
The museum greatly appreciated the 
generous help received from Mer-
cury Aircraft for personnel, the use of 
trucks, and the construction of this 
setup area.

The first taxi tests, done on Sep-
tember 8, pointed out the need for 
additional adjustments. Balance is-
sues were addressed by redistributing 
weight here and there, and additional 
taxi tests were then done with slightly 

1914 Curtiss America is re-created by the Glenn Curtiss Museum
by Jim Pohl and Trafford doherTy, CurTiss museum
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better results. One major complica-
tion the America project faced was 
that the two special 100-hp OXX-6 
engines sent out for major overhaul 
had not been finished. The crew 
was then obliged to pull two stan-
dard 90-hp OX-5 engines from the 
museum collection and ready them 
for use on the America. While suit-
able for early water trials, a combi-
nation of mechanical problems with 
the engines meant there wasn’t quite 
enough power for a successful flight 
from the surface of Lake Keuka.

Needless to say, the proud staff 

In the Curtiss Museum shop, the finishing touches are made to the en-
gine installation on the America.

The fuselage with the wing center section in place is towed through 
Hammondsport on the way to Depot Park.

Careful attention was paid to
natural and manmade obstacles

as the big biplane was towed.
The wings were brought to the 

lake on separate trailers.

In the “golden hour” of sunlight 
before sunset, the America 
glows as it taxis for the appre-
ciative crowd at the Curtiss Mu-
seum’s Annual Curtiss Seaplane 
Homecoming event.
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Thanks to the folks at Mercury Aircraft and their loan of personnel, trucks, 
and construction of the set-up area on the shoreline, the mating of the 
wings to the fuselage went off smoothly. 

Re-enacting the christening of the America are pilot 
Jim Poel, copilot Lee Sackett, Orin Baisch (as Glenn 
Curtiss), and Lovada Poel (as Katherine Masson).

Because the special 100-hp OXX-6 engines were not 
overhauled in time for the christening ceremony, a 
pair of OX-5 engines were installed. While adequate 
for taxing water trials, a series of mechanical prob-
lems, along with the lower horsepower of the en-
gines, prevented a test flight.
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and volunteers of the Curtiss Mu-
seum and Curtiss Restoration Shop, 
many of whom had clocked hun-
dreds of hours building the America, 
were disappointed when the flying 
boat was simply not ready to fly. 
Despite this setback, the museum 
put on a very entertaining Annual 
Seaplane Homecoming event with 
a variety of special activities, which 
kept the air of excitement for visi-
tors and guests. Strikingly beautiful 
with its crimson paint and impres-
sive size, it was thrilling to see the 
America on the water. Activities in-
cluded the starting of America’s en-
gines, taxing along the waterfront 
to provide photo opportunities, the 
christening ceremony, an impressive 
seaplane fly-over, seaplane rides, and 
the “Dining with Glenn” dinner.

Echoing Glenn Curtiss’ spirit of in-
vention, experimentation, and inno-
vation, the Restoration Shop crew will 
focus on improvements to the America 
during the next year, with hope that it 
will fly in September 2008.

If you’d like to visit the Curtiss 
Museum, it is located at 8419 State 
Route 54, Hammondsport, New York. 
Call 607-569-2160 for more informa-
tion, or visit its website at: www.Glen-
nHCurtissMuseum.org.
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Launching day!
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Where did Howard N5432N come 
from?

We are glad you asked. Howard 
N5432N was originally completed on 
August 31, 1940, at the Howard Air-
craft Co. in Chicago, Illinois. One of 
40 original DGA-15Ps, it came off the 
line as No. 19 and was built on the 
lineage of the racing version DGA-6 
flown by Benny Howard. The DGA-6 
championed both the Bendix and 
Thompson Cup races of 1935.

N5432N was originally purchased 
and registered on September 1, 1940, 
by Elizabeth Haskell Fleitas and was 
known as NC100Y. A growling Pratt 
& Whitney R-985 engine boasting 450 
hp powered the aircraft. In keeping 
with the bright colors that heralded 

the end of the Depression, the Howard 
was decked out in vivid navy blue.

Fleitas, a prominent socialite, was 
well-known for her philanthropic 
endeavors, dinner parties, and her 
love of racehorses. She came from 
an established Wilmington, Dela-
ware, family; her grandfather was 
the vice president of DuPont Cor-
poration, High Explosives Division, 
during World War I. Her brother, 
Al Haskell, had been the mayor of 
Wilmington during the early 1960s. 
He also purchased a Navy surplus 
Howard in 1946. 

Although not a pilot herself, at 
the age of 25 she became the proud 
owner of NC100Y for the official sum 
of $10. However, the known retail 

price at the time was $16,500. To uti-
lize the aircraft, Fleitas hired a Du-
Pont pilot, Johnny Mac Morgan, for 
her transportation needs.

During her two years of owner-
ship, she had a couple of enlighten-
ing events that shaped her attitude 
toward flying. On a dark and stormy 
night while attempting to land at Du-
Pont Field, a go-around was initiated. 
Morgan continued to circle the field 

Above: Logan Coombs has been 
taking great photos of airplanes 
since the 1940s, and here’s an-
other one. He snapped this winter 
scene of Mark Liptrap’s Howard at 
Executive Aviation in Eden Prairie, 
Minnesota, a few years ago.

WHAT OUR MEMBERS
ARE RESTORING

1940 Howard DGA-15P
by mark liPTraP


