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W
hat do you get when 
you have two an-
tique-airplane bud-
dies who just can’t 
say no to a one-of-a-

kind restoration project? Why, if those 
buddies are next-door neighbors Ron 
Waldron and Harry Wooldridge of the 
Flying Little River Airport community 
in McAlpin, Florida, you get a Sil-
ver Age Champion, according to the 
judges this year at the Sun ’n Fun Fly-
In at Lakeland, Florida. Their project? 
A handsome 1929 Travel Air Model 
10-D. It’s the only one known to exist 
today of the few originally manufac-

tured by the Travel Air Co., in Wich-
ita, Kansas. And with its prominent 
windshield and sturdy outrigger gear, 
the 8-foot 8-inch tall Travel Air is a 
real standout on the flightline.

The Model 10-D is just one of those 
airplanes; you know the kind. You’re 
not really looking for another project, 
and then here it comes, flying head-
long into your heart, your shop, and 
your wallet. You yield to its wishes, 
learn what it needs to become whole 
again, and begin the laborious and 
rewarding process of breathing new 
life into its old steel tubing and wood 
wings. And then one glorious day—

which happened to be July 25, 2006, 
for Waldron and Wooldridge—it gra-
ciously and gallantly rewards your 
efforts as you lift the mains from the 
sod and upward you climb together, 
rising upon the wings of your labor.

Bit o’ History
The Model 10-D came to Waldron 

in a roundabout sort of way. The story 
began when Waldron, persuaded by 
his friend Jim Ward, went to El Ca-
jon, California, to look at a 1929 
Curtiss-Wright Robin project that 
Charlotte Nelson had for sale. Wal-
dron looked it over and liked what he 
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TA10-D prototype.

TA10-D AeroDigest advertisement
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saw, so he purchased the Robin and 
hauled it back to Florida. He worked 
diligently to restore it and get it fly-
ing again, and shared some photos 
of the completed Curtiss Robin with 
Nelson. She must have been pleased 
with the final result because, as Wal-
dron shares, “She told Jim Ward, 
our mutual friend, to ‘call Ron and 
tell him to come get the Travel Air 
10-D.’ I think the Travel Air was her 
husband’s favorite airplane before he 
died, and she had been offered quite 
a bit of money for it previously, but 

she didn’t want to sell it (to anyone 
else). He bought it in 1970 and died 
in 1978, so the Travel Air had been 
hanging up in the loft in her hangar 
for more than 30 years.”

The larger Travel Air Model 6000 
preceded the Model 10-D, and in 
a company ad of the era, the 10-D 
monoplane was touted as filling “the 
needs of the traveling executive who 
wishes to fly personally, also of the 
mail or express line operator.…The 
owner has at his command all the 

speed of the fast sport airplane and 
also enjoys the driving relaxation pos-
sible in the larger and normally more 
stable ships.” It was also advertised as 
having a cruising speed of 110 mph, 
and a high speed of 130 mph, and a 
landing speed of 50 mph. Historian 
Joseph Juptner states in U.S. Civil Air-
craft, Volume 3 that “from a casual 
comparison of the two, it is easy to 
see that the Model 10 laid the ground-
work for the Model 15 Curtiss-Wright 
‘Sedan’ that was developed a year or 
so later.” So the Model 10-D, though 
of short production run, secured its 
own niche in aviation history.

According to Waldron, NC418N 
s/n10-2011 was manufactured “in 
1929 as far as we know; only 11 
Model 10-Ds were built. I talked to 
Smithsonian a few times and quite a 
few other people, and it seems that 
three airplanes went to Mexico in the 
1930s, three crashed and were taken 
off the FAA rolls, and we don’t know 
what happened to the others.” 

In August 1930, the Travel Air Co. 
sold NC418N to Herman Carus of Il-
linois for the sum of $5,500. In March 
1944, Julio Corsini became its owner 
for a short while until Albert Carstens 
bought it the following year. In May 
1946, the airplane flew away from Il-
linois when Donald Briscoe of Idaho 
bought it. It changed hands five more 
times in Idaho, culminating with Dean 
Wilson’s purchase in September 1963. 

Waldron had the opportunity to 
talk with one of the Idaho owners 
and says, “Apparently the guy who 
owned it in the 1950s was the last 
one to fly it. He said he used to go 
with his son on hunting trips to the 
mountains, and he flew it out of 800-
foot strips with all their deer in it—so 
the plane can get off the ground with 
a load in it. The last airworthiness 
certificate was issued in 1955, and the 
paperwork with that said it had a to-
tal time of 1,050 hours.” 

 In 1970, NC418N left Idaho for 
California (via highway) when Spen-
cer Nelson bought it and took it to El 
Cajon. Throughout NC418N’s life, it 
experienced its share of wingtip, strut, 
and prop repairs, and in 1953 its owner 
removed the original 250-hp Wright 

Whirlwind R-760 and installed a 225-
hp Jacobs L-4/R-755. Fortunately, the 
original Wright engine stayed with the 
airplane as the Model 10-D changed 
owners, and aside from some missing 
parts and pieces—such as the seats, 
windscreen, and instruments—it was 
a “pretty complete airplane when we 
saw it the first time in El Cajon,” re-
calls Waldron, adding with a chuckle, 
“but on the way out to get it, I said to 
my friend, Harry Wooldridge, ‘I’m not 
going to buy this project if it doesn’t 
have a prop,’ because I’d had such a 
hard time finding one for the Robin. 
So we got out there and they drug the 
prop down out of the loft! Just looking 
at it, it looked fantastic. We bought 
the airplane, loaded everything up, 
and hauled it back home to Florida. 
Then we sent the prop to the prop 
shop, and they found corrosion in the 
shank. So there I was, back in the mar-
ket for an expensive Hamilton Stan-
dard ground-adjustable prop.”

Restoration Team 
Both Waldron and Wooldridge en-

joy working on old airplanes. Wal-
dron has restored several Stearmans 
and built a Travel Air 4000 replica, 
and Wooldridge has built several rep-
licas, including a Siemens-Schuckert 
and a Nieuport 28. Wooldridge says 
that restoring the Model 10-D was 
“pretty easy; it was designed in the 
1920s, so everything was old tech-
nology—almost like a homebuilt air-
plane. It was just a matter of doing all 
the work that needed to be done. We 
just have a good time—if it’s not fun, 
we don’t do it.” 

With that attitude, they make 
a good team, for not only are they 
longstanding friends and neighbors, 
but they each have their own areas 
of expertise. Wooldridge put his gas-
welding skills to work on the fuse-
lage, while Waldron started working 
on the spruce wing ribs and spars 
and wingtip bows. “The metal lead-
ing edges and spars were in good 
shape because it was dry in California 
where they were stored. By the time I 
got the wings done, Harry was done 
with the fuselage, so he started cov-
ering the wings with Ceconite, and I 

“We just have a 
good time—

if it’s not fun, 
we don’t do it.”

—Harry Wooldridge
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started putting new wood fairings on 
the fuselage and fitting plywood in 
the interior.”

 Since there weren’t any seats with 
the 10-D project, they fabricated their 
own. Wooldridge welded the frames 
and they shipped the front seats to 
a company in California that in-
stalled wicker on the seat backs. To 
enhance cabin comfort, the twosome 

decided to use cushions for the seat 
bottoms and the bench seat in the 
back—which, incidentally, has some 
hidden storage space beneath it in 
addition to the compartment behind 
the seat, which carries 125 pounds of 
baggage. And they hired a local shop 
to upholster the entire interior in a 
soft two-tone gray, complete with the 
Travel Air logo tastefully embroidered 

in green on the rear seat back. 
Speaking of seats, Waldron con-

fesses with a laugh that when he flew 
the 10-D, his “knees were up around 
my chin; there’s not much room for 
a 6-foot 3-inch person up there. But 
it’s really a neat old airplane—I wish 
I was a little bit younger and smaller 
so I could fly it more. I have a hard 
time getting in and out of it with bad 

Each wing root fuel tank holds 35 gallons. 
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Stylish cowling latches.

This logo is embroidered on the rear seat.

The 10-D’s instrument panel.

The 30-by-5 main landing gear facili-
tates smooth landings. Tall wheels like 
these were a necessity on the grass-
field airports so prevalent during the 
golden age of aviation.
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knees; it’s really tight.” 
The two men made a new instru-

ment panel for the airplane by using 
the old one as a pattern, and with the 
help of their friend Jerry Impellezzeri 
of California, they located and pur-
chased the mag switch and instru-
ments. The wood control wheels are 
original, and Waldron suspects that 
the wheels were complete circles to 
begin with, but that someone along 
the way cut them down to have more 
legroom in the front seats.

There’s a little story behind the 
main landing gear wheels that are 
on the Travel Air today, according 
to Waldron, who recounts with a 
chuckle, “Jim Ward and Spencer Nel-
son were driving out through the des-
ert one day, back in the 1960s, and 
saw an old farm wagon. They said, 
‘Look at that—that looks like airplane 
wheels on that wagon!’ So they pulled 
into the place and looked at it. Sure 
enough, there were two N3N-type 30-
by-5 wheels on it, so Spencer says to 
the owner, ‘You want to sell me those 
wheels?’ And the guy says, ‘Well, I’ll 
sell you the whole wagon for $20.’ 
They gave him the money, took the 
wheels off, and went on their way.” 

The original Wright engine was 

overhauled by Mike Connor in Geor-
gia, according to Waldron, and in or-
der to facilitate the fabrication and 
fit of the engine cowling, “Connor 
loaned me a dummy engine to use, 
and Harry and I both did the sheet 
metal work.” Wooldridge painted the 
Travel Air, using his tool of choice—a 
high-volume, low-pressure system—
to apply the Air-Tech coatings and 
the final Forest Green and Diana 
Cream topcoats. 

Challenges
If you ask Waldron what challenges 

he and Wooldridge encountered dur-
ing the restoration, he responds with-
out a moment’s hesitation. “Money!” 
he says with a good-natured laugh. 
And along with that were practi-
cal, mechanical challenges, such as 
making the control system work. 
“It’s got pulleys and cables that you 
can’t imagine on it,” says Waldron, 
elaborating, “It has kind of a unique 
control wheel system that’s run by a 
chain drive between the two wheels, 
and then it’s got cables going down 
from that to pulleys; it really is elabo-
rate. Travel Air used two cables for up 
and for down elevator, so we had to 
run double cables there and then we 

had to run two cables back to the rud-
der and fasten them with bell cranks. 
While we were at it, we made the 
swiveling tail wheel into a steerable 
tail wheel.” 

The Travel Air’s trim system had 
its own intricacies to be worked out. 
Waldron describes it as having “an 
overhead crank in the cabin con-
nected to a long shaft that travels 
the length of the fuselage—with four 
universal joints on it—to the front 
of the stabilizer where a gear turns 
the trim wheel that’s attached to the 
stabilizer. The whole stabilizer and 
the front bottom brace rods travel up 
and down. It’s a pretty interesting ar-
rangement. Those brace rods actu-
ally stick down below the fuselage, 
kind of hanging out in the breeze. 
But back then, they weren’t worried 
about streamlining.”

The Model 10-D’s wingspan is 43 
feet 6 inches, and the wing installa-
tion process posed another challenge. 
They were quite heavy, due to the all-
wood construction and the large fuel 
tank (35-gallon capacity) inside each 
wing root, along with the fabric cov-
ering and coatings. So Waldron and 
Wooldridge devised their own instal-
lation system by “having four guys 

Note the adjustable horizontal stabilizer, including the exposed 
mechanism below the fuselage.

Here’s a look inside the cowling.
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hoist the wings up and put them on 
top of some scaffolding. That way, we 
could roll it right up to the airplane, 
and that helped.”

Flying Characteristics
When it came time to test those 

Travel Air wings, it was Wooldridge 
who stepped through the wide door-
way and settled into the pilot’s seat, 
while Waldron stayed by the side of the 
grass runway. “Harry’s a little shorter 
than I am—he’s 5 feet 8 inches—and 
he could fit in it better than me. I let 
him fly my Robin for an hour that 
morning to get used to that type air-
plane, and so when we got back, he got 
in the Travel Air. He didn’t do any taxi 
testing at all—just went to the end of 
the field and took off. He made a great 

landing with it, and we must have had 
50 people standing out by the runway 
watching that day.” 

Wooldridge also had the honor 
of flying it down to Sun ’n Fun this 
year and describes it as an honest 
airplane, with no surprises in either 
ground handling or in flight: “When 
I first flew it, I expected it to fly like 
an old airplane—heavy on the aile-
rons, because you don’t have any le-
verage on the wheel and they don’t 
respond real quickly. The elevator is 
easy enough to handle, and during 
takeoffs and landings, it tracks down 
the runway with no problem at all. 
I think by the time I look at the air-
speed while taking off, I’m probably 
showing around 60 mph and I’m air-
borne at that time. The visibility is 

actually very good. I was surprised 
because when you’re sitting up there, 
you’re almost looking out your side 
window, but you can lean forward in 
the turns and look right up through 
that skylight in the roof.”

Landings are a pleasure, too, since 
the Model 10-D has oleo-spring shock 
struts in its outrigger gear and tail 
wheel. Wooldridge observed that when 
he was flying solo, it felt very light on 
the tail during a three-point landing.

“It felt that way because when 
I touched the brakes, they’d catch 
suddenly and it felt like the tail was 
coming up, but I think the strut 
was just extending a little bit and it 
wasn’t actually coming up,” explains 
Wooldridge, adding, “The first time 
I ever had anybody in the back seat, 
I could tell that a little more weight 
back there helped. But I can hardly 
make a bad landing with that big 
gear; it just settles right down and 
stays there.”

Treasure from
Yesteryear

After languishing quietly for de-
cades in a hangar loft, NC418N is 
proudly flying through the skies once 
more, its striking silhouette stark 
against a crystal-blue sky. Yes, the 
Travel Air Model 10-D is just one of 
those airplanes—the kind that finds a 
way to beguile two longtime aviation 
buddies to bring it back to life. And 
those at Sun ’n Fun could walk up 
close to it as it basked on the flight-
line in the warm Florida sun, listen to 
its Wright cough and growl, and feel 
the wind rip through their hair from 
its prop blast as it taxied into position 
for takeoff. Waldron and Wooldridge’s 
Model 10-D is a cherished aeronauti-
cal treasure from yesteryear. 

Ron Waldron and Harry Wooldridge with their Travel Air Model 10-D.

The 10-D’s dataplate.
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